Shopping Chaos
Level: Intermediate & Up

Objective:  Relative clauses
Shopping vocabulary

Video: Black Friday 2008 Walmart

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lt TgVkZfvli&feature=related

Plan: In the previous class you should tell the students to all bring in a couple articles of old
clothing for today’s lesson.

Show the video and ask students what is going on. If you can’t play the video, just ask
students about big sales in Turkey. Ask them if people ever get in fights (at big sales, this
does happen from time to time in Turkey).

Ask students to tell a partner about the best deal they ever got on something.

Hand out the reading with blanks and have the students fit the correct relative clause into the
blanks.

Go over the answers.

Now tell the students that they are in a Mango or some other famous store and that there is a
big sale going on today. Last time the store had a big sale 3 people were injured, so this time
customers will have to ask to receive their merchandise.

Assign a couple of students to be shop assistants. Pull a table or couple desks together for
them to stand behind and put the clothes the students have brought in behind them.

The other students need to purchase the clothes. Everyone should be trying to buy clothes at
the same time. Only the shop assistants can hand over the clothes. The students must ask for
articles of clothing using relative clause structures (i.e. I want the purple shirt with the big
hole on the sleeve.) Instruct the shop assistants to only hand over clothes if a relative clause is
used and it’s used correctly. If an incorrect sentence is produced the shop assistant must turn
to help a different customer. The student with the most clothes at the end wins.

A more organized way to do this is to create teams. Choose two shop assistants and make 3
teams. One person from each team runs up to get an article of clothing. If they make an
incorrect sentence when the shop assistant turns to them they have to go back and the next
person in line goes up.

For an added bit of fun, someone from each team must actually wear the clothes that are
acquired as well (if it doesn’t fit they can put it on their hand or head or something).
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Crowds go crazy for day of sales

4:00AM Saturday Dec 27, 2008
By Andrew Koubaridis

The sign at the Albany Mega Centre said it all - "End of year madness".

The fact cars were parked on grass verges outside the mall was a sign that inside was already
overflowing as thousands scrambled for the best deals.

Katie and Michelle Ward, of Mairangi Bay on Auckland's North Shore, were among the
thousands who battled through crowds and waited in queues.

Michelle Ward said it was the first time they had tried the Boxing Day sales - and the
experience left them exhausted.

But it wasn't the sales that tempted them, she said. "We weren't going to buy anything we
didn't need."

They arrived an hour after the mall opened and walked out clutching their shopping bags five
hours later.

Katie Ward didn't think the sales were too generous. "Twenty to 15 per cent off isn't that
great. You can get that a lot of the time anyway."

A conversation she overhead between a parent and a child seemed to sum up the day.
™

"The parent was saying 'yesterday was your day, now it's our turn'.

Other shoppers said they knew it would be busy but the shopping had to be done. "I'm going
away for New Year's so there's things I wanted to buy before then," Tessa Maclean said.

She knew the sales usually lasted for a few days but wanted to get in before stock began to
sell out. "[But] I think everyone else seems to have had the same idea."
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Kat, from JB Hi-Fi, said there was a mob standing outside the doors waiting to be let in
yesterday morning. "That's the only way to describe it. As soon as we opened about 40 people
just ran in."

About 250 people were in the store when the Weekend Herald visited and she said it had been
crazy all day.

"It's almost like people wait a day to buy their Christmas presents."
The jam-packed scenes were repeated at malls and shopping strips across the country.
Cameron Brewer, of the Newmarket Business Association, said the crowds on Broadway

yesterday were unprecedented.

"No one can remember a Boxing Day like it. Most of our retailers had queues instore," he
said.

The country's largest eftpos company, Paymark, said early figures suggested this year's
Boxing Day turnover might be higher than last year's.

Paymark's Paul Whiston said that at the peak of shopping, between noon and 3pm, 220,000
purchases were made.

On Christmas Eve a record $216 million in sales was reported
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Aux. Vocab. — Necessary — madness, to overflow, to tempt, unprecedented, a figure
Unnecessary — a verge, to overhear
Context — to scramble, to battle, exhausted, to clutch, stock, a mob, a turnover

Answer Key — Relative Clauses (Total 7)

Crowds go crazy for day of sales

4:00AM Saturday Dec 27, 2008
By Andrew Koubaridis

The sign at the Albany Mega Centre said it all - "End of year madness".

The fact cars were parked on grass verges outside the mall was a sign that inside was already
overflowing as thousands scrambled for the best deals.

Katie and Michelle Ward, of Mairangi Bay on Auckland's North Shore, were among the
thousands 1 who battled through crowds and waited in queues.

Michelle Ward said it was the first time 2 they had tried the Boxing Day sales - and the
experience left them exhausted.

But it wasn't the sales 3 that tempted them, she said. "We weren't going to buy anything 4
we didn't need."

They arrived an hour after the mall opened and walked out clutching their shopping bags five
hours later.

Katie Ward didn't think the sales were too generous. "Twenty to 15 per cent off isn't that
great. You can get that a lot of the time anyway."

A conversation 5 she overhead between a parent and a child seemed to sum up the day.

rn

"The parent was saying 'yesterday was your day, now it's our turn'.

Other shoppers said they knew it would be busy but the shopping had to be done. "I'm going
away for New Year's so there’re things 6 I wanted to buy before then," Tessa Maclean said.
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She knew the sales usually lasted for a few days but wanted to get in before stock began to
sell out. "[But] I think everyone else seems to have had the same idea."

Kat, from JB Hi-Fi, said there was a mob 7 standing outside the doors waiting to be let in
yesterday morning. "That's the only way to describe it. As soon as we opened about 40

people just ran in."

About 250 people were in the store when the Weekend Herald visited and she said it had been
crazy all day.

"It's almost like people wait a day to buy their Christmas presents."
The jam-packed scenes were repeated at malls and shopping strips across the country.
Cameron Brewer, of the Newmarket Business Association, said the crowds on Broadway

yesterday were unprecedented.

"No one can remember a Boxing Day like it. Most of our retailers had queues instore," he
said.

The country's largest eftpos company, Paymark, said early figures suggested this year's
Boxing Day turnover might be higher than last year's.

Paymark's Paul Whiston said that at the peak of shopping, between noon and 3pm, 220,000
purchases were made.

On Christmas Eve a record $216 million in sales was reported.
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Crowds go crazy for day of sales

4:00AM Saturday Dec 27, 2008
By Andrew Koubaridis

The sign at the Albany Mega Centre said it all - "End of year madness".

The fact cars were parked on grass verges outside the mall was a sign that inside was already
overflowing as thousands scrambled for the best deals.

Katie and Michelle Ward, of Mairangi Bay on Auckland's North Shore, were among the
thousands 1 .

Michelle Ward said it was the first time 2 - and the experience left them
exhausted.

But it wasn't the sales 3 , she said. "We weren't going to buy anything
4 a

They arrived an hour after the mall opened and walked out clutching their shopping bags five
hours later.

Katie Ward didn't think the sales were too generous. "Twenty to 15 per cent off isn't that
great. You can get that a lot of the time anyway."

A conversation 5 seemed to sum up the day.

"

"The parent was saying 'yesterday was your day, now it's our turn'.

Other shoppers said they knew it would be busy but the shopping had to be done. "I'm going
away for New Year's so there’re things 6 ," Tessa Maclean said.

She knew the sales usually lasted for a few days but wanted to get in before stock began to
sell out. "[But] I think everyone else seems to have had the same idea."

Kat, from JB Hi-Fi, said there was a mob 7 . "That's the only way to describe
it. As soon as we opened about 40 people just ran in."
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About 250 people were in the store when the Weekend Herald visited and she said it had been
crazy all day.

"It's almost like people wait a day to buy their Christmas presents."
The jam-packed scenes were repeated at malls and shopping strips across the country.
Cameron Brewer, of the Newmarket Business Association, said the crowds on Broadway

yesterday were unprecedented.

"No one can remember a Boxing Day like it. Most of our retailers had queues instore," he
said.

The country's largest eftpos company, Paymark, said early figures suggested this year's
Boxing Day turnover might be higher than last year's.

Paymark's Paul Whiston said that at the peak of shopping, between noon and 3pm, 220,000
purchases were made.

On Christmas Eve a record $216 million in sales was reported.

a) we didn't need

b) standing outside the doors waiting to be let in yesterday
morning

c) they had tried the Boxing Day sales

d) she overheard between a parent and a child
e¢) I wanted to buy before then

f) that tempted them

g) who battled through crowds and waited in queues
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